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THE SHANT, HORSWIFATH

During the construction of Haverhill's twe rejilway lines, a let

of buildings of an insubstantial nature would have been 'run up’.
Those were fo the occupation éf the thousands of navies who were
needed to dig out the cuttings, malre the embankments and construct
the bridge and stations of the lines, Virtually all have grne, But
one that dees remsin is a small bungriow by the rerains of the railway
at Horseheath., This was built as a beerhouse where the navies, who
were digging the deepest cutting on the line, could slske their thirst,
Originally it was a fcur room structure built with a timber frame

with the studs wide apart and the spaces filled with brick. Later an
an extrg skin of brick appears 1o have been constructed around the
outside. (But not Lehind the resr extension which would appear te
predate this brickwork), '

Luckily the deeds of this building survive and with the kind permission
of the present owner, Major Burles and his wife, we are able to relate
its history.

The lands that it stands on apppared to be part of a parcel of land-
that was alloted to Samuel Webb of West Wickh&y,"..,as his forth -
part or share", This sounds likec the enclesure of common land. By
1804 the land passed to Sarwel's wifc end by 1831 to his son also
Samiel. This Samuel sold it for the token amount of 10/- (50p) to
his son Jonas who died in 1862, just at the time the railway was
starting to be built. Helf the parcel of land was wanted by the
Great Eastern Railway Company, but this left a small area of about
2 rods 24 perches. This Jonas Webb's executors sold to John Paxton
for £45, He is described a3 a beerhousekeeper of Horseheath, so he
mey have already erected the building.

He no doubt did well while the cutting was being dug but by 1865 the
line was finished and on the 24th of June 1867 he sold the beerhouse
for £100 to John Price of Kedington, who added it tb the pubs belong-
ing tm» his Kedington Brewery.

We are able to see who was living at the pub at the time of the 18T1
and 1881 census, It is referred tc as the 'Shant! presumably a
derivation of shanty meaning poor, mean — a small timber hut ar shed.
In 1871 Philip Carter was 'head', he was 57 and described as a beer-
seller; His wife Elizabeth was 52 and living with them were three
people. One is described as Elizabeth's mother, Sophia Lucas, but
she is only 65. Her grandaughter Elizabeth Auger, 21, is als® record-
ed as is a visitor Robert Lucas, 7. Ten years later the first four
are still there, Philip now described as a publican and agricultural
labourer is still head. His wife is now 63 and her mother Elizabeth
Ager is 75. The grandaughter is unmarried and the fifth person is
another child visiter Eliza Rewlinson described as a scholar.

In 1683 the Kedington Brewery w.th its pubs were put up for auction
and were brought by a South London brewer Thomas Jemner. -In the sales
particulars the Shant is described as "...an off licenced beer house,
brick built and tiled containing three rooms and cellar.” There was
a garden of about 4 acre and the whole was let to Elijah Pask.
Jenner had sreat plans for the brewery and started to instal some
modern machinery. However things did not seem to turn out as he
expected for within four years he had sold all the pubs to Greene
King and Son of Bury St. Edmunds. The brewery was auctioned off

in October 1887 as & "freehold factory" with a covenant that it was
not to be used for brewing. This building was to become the Eastern
Counties Bacon Factory and very little of it now surviveés.
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Greene King kept the Shant as one of their pubs tlll 1899 when they
sold it te William Panhal of Haverhill, baker for £25, It was sold
as a private house gind Pannal had to agree to a covenant forbidding.
him to sell 1ntox1cat1ng liquor on or off the premises. - Elijah Pask
successsr is also named, someone with the surname of Hogg.

Williap Pannal died on the 6th February, 1900 and he left his estate
including the Shant to his wife Harriet Eliza. Later on that year
and just three days after the country had gone mad over the relief of
Maféking; Harriet sold the property to Robert Farrants of Haverhill,
carrier, for £23. Six years after this, Robert sells it to his wife

" for £20. She is:. descrlbed as a licence v1ctauller but still has te

agree not to sell intoxiceting ligquor on or aff the premlses. ‘Why
she brought the place is not clear, but when she died as a widow. on
12th January 1921 she is living there with a Mrs, Choat. - She died
intestate and the property, now known as "The Bungalow" passed to a

”“ﬁ“Henry Victor Southgate, a coachman living in a mews off the Marlehone
" Road in London., He presumably was next of kin, Within twelve months

he had sold the property to another Farrants, Harry Willie a hotel

f{keeper of Haverhill, for £150. This deed mentloned a Wright who must
" havé been living there when the Pannals owned it, Harry Willie
- Farrants wsas brother to Mrs. Choat whe was living with Emma Pannal

when she died in 1925 Harry Willie gave 'The Bungalow to his sister
who is described as wife of Joseph Choat of Horseheath, gardener.

The next deed is dated 17th Aprll 1938, Sarah Blizabeth Choat is now

_:a widow' and appears to have taken a likening tm John James Arber of
‘Station Road, Haverhill, motor driver, This deed. gettled the property

on him under certaln conditions., He is not to sell the propérty till
after her death and any income derived from the property belongs to
Mrs. Choat i1l her death. The property was also to be kept in goad
repair and insured against loss by fire, She died in March 1940 and
in 1942 Arber sold the property to a gentleman, Charles Harold
Whittock of New House Farm, Helions Bumpstead for £550.

Whittock certainly lived at The Bungalow but when he sold it to Magor
George Benjamin Burles he is described as living at 01d Hall, Newnhanm
College, Cambridge. Major Burles, who was late of the Burma Army, was
living at The Bungalow at the time of the sale in 1946 and is still
living there (1986).

It is nice to think that this building which was hurriedly put up to

J@,serve the thirst of the navies who were building the. railway, not only
. survived them but . the. rallway as well. The line was cloged in the
-t 1960'8 and even' the’ cuttlng whlch these naV1es S0 dalllgently dug is

no more hav1ng been fllled 1n.

PATRICK CROUCH AND iANE HARWOOD

(We would like to thank Mr. and Mrs.‘Burles for allowing us s1ght of
their deeds, making:plans . of the house, also for their hospltallty)
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Bury and Norwich Post

July 3" 1883

Kedington Brewery Estate for sale. 2 maltings-19
fully licenced Inns and Beerhouses. On the

instructions of the executors of the late John Price. At

the Bell Hotel, Haverhill, on the 13th July 1883.
Kedington brewery-White Horse, Kedington-
Barnardiston Arms, Kedington- Wheeelrs Arms,
Steeple Bumstead-The Plough, Hemstead-One Bell,
Tilbury- Kicking Donkey, Ovington-Wagon and
Horses, Clare-The Lion, Clare-White Hart, Chilton-
Thatchers Arms, Hundon-Crown, Denston-Three

Tuns, Bradley-Red Lion, Kirtling-Marquis of Granby,

Woodditton-Crown, Great Bradley-The " Shant"”
beerhouse, Horseheath-Beerhouse at Withersfield-
Butchers Arms, Castle Hedingham. |

July 17* 1883.
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A BEERHOQUSE in
Horseheath, believed to
be the only one of its
kind in the area, is to
be demolished.

The red brick bumgalow
was buili i the 186%s to
provide pavvies with re-
freshenents while working on
the Haverhili-Cambridge
railway Hne.

Subsiding

Soath Cambridgeshire
Pianning Committee
appreved nn applicaton fo
replace it with a four-
bedroom bungalow and
double garage, despile
objeciions.

The building, known as
“The Shant” on Horsehenth
Green, is dilopidated and
subsiding, members were
told in a report. It wos

£
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cccupled uut] 1936,

The plan was submitted by
Mr Jokn Cooper, of Bryeny
Clove, Hoverhil.

Objections were raised by
Counciftor John Impey who
wapted the building restored
if cossible. .

“1¥e have 2 conservalioh
committes lashing out granis
1eft, right and cestre for this
Kind of thing and i we can
save 1his, we cught to €0 0.t

The Shant at Horseheath G%een

Horseheath Parish Council
wrote objecting to the build-
ing's demolition.

“¥t is possibly unique in
this area as few shonis, as

they are Kzown, exist, cor- .

tainly 25 pncharged as this
one which is a charming
smatl-scale Viclorisa boilds
-ing worth preserving in its
cwn right,”” it said.

“So many small buildings

have disappesred or have
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been swallowed wvp. This
certainly forms part of the
heritage of owr villoge bul
few people know its history.”

_ The gdistrict council’s con-
servation offiesr deccribed
the beerhouse as “‘a plepsant
uoobirasive bullding, bul of
Emitegd interest™. .

He said it wos suifering

from subsidance and would ¥

have to be rebuiit.




1980’s — ‘The Bungalow’ (formerly The Shant) on the left before the bridge on the road to Mill Green.
It was built by the Great Eastern Railway as a beerhouse for workers building the railway in the 1860’s.
In 1946 it was bought by Major George Burles and his wife Doris (on the right below with Peggy Notley).
who lived there until the late 1980’s when it made way for a new bungalow.
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SHOCKING DIscoﬁ(ERY-,; ii\I ‘,;:'E'A',ST' CAMBS.

At half past elght one Frlday mornlng in July, 1891; Mr.
George Hardy Hills who was a visitor at Carbonell's Farm,

' Cardinals Green, Horseheath, was walklng past the horse pond
:‘whloh was situated on the farm premises, when he noticded "a

coarse bundle! floating on the water. As ‘he was curious to

L_know what this bundle. contained he called a farm labourer
and the bundlé was recovered° When the string was cut, both .

men were horrified tdo. flnd inside the body of a newly born
child" in'an advanced state of decomposition'' together with-
a br:_Lc_ke The body was removed to an outbuilding and the
County Coroner and the local Superintendéent of Police were
informed of the awful discoverye.

The inquest was held before the County Coroner (Mr. C. W,
Palmer) at the farm on the following Monday afternoon with
Superintendent Dyson present. 'Much excitement was occasioned
in the village and a large crowd of persons assembled outside
the farm".

Mr., Hills told how he had noticed the bundle floating on the
water and had called John Hall, a farm labourer, to help him
recover itj which he did with the aid of a manure hook. "He

~did not think that Hall could cause any injury to the body

by the way he pulled it out. He put the fork underneath_the
string and pulled the bundle out'.

John Hall supported Mr. Hills' evidence. He said he was sure
that the tines of the fork had not penetrated the body and that

.he had got the bundle out at the first try.

Dr. Herbert John Hargraves of Haverhill then gave the results
of the post mortem which he had carried out on the deceased
child. There was a jagged wound at the root of the neck but

no fractures of any bones of the skull. Externally there were
marks of putrefaction. According to the standard tests carrled
out he had come to the conclusion that respiration had takeh
place. ''He had nd doubt whatever that the child had lived"s

He was unable to give an opinion. as to whether death was
brought about by violence or whether the wounds were caused
before or after death or by the brick in the bag. %I can
give no conjecture as to the cause of death except by saying
it was not caused by drowning'. When pressed by the Coroner
as to whether the child was deprived of life through violence,
the doctor told him that he did not feel justified in glVlng
an oplnlon from observations he had made.

He concluded by saying he could conceive no other cause of
death but by violence and not by drowning. The body had been
in the water for two or three weeks.

' The Coroner stated that "it was a very serious case and one

that ought to have every consideration". He adjourned the
inquiry for one week. '
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When the inquest was resumed a week later, a young woman
named Elizabeth Reader of Shudy Camps was called into the room
before any evidence was taken. She was informed that she could
remain in the room throughout the hearing,to which she agreed.

The first witness called was Sarah Hall, wife of John Hall,
who said she lived in a cottage next door to Elizabeth Reader,
who was a single woman. She believed Reader to have been
recently confined. Mary Anne Belsham "an aged woman' who
lived two doors from Reader gave evidence of a similar nature.,
The inquest was further adjourned to the Tuesday following
and in the meantime two witnesses were to be summoned, one
believed to be in Yorkshire, the other "at a great distance
from the inquiry". :

Elizabeth Reader was again present at the third and final
inquest to which Ellen Free, wife of Jabez Free, labourer,

of Woodleaford, Yorkshire, was the first witness called. ©B8he
stated that in May she had been living with her mother at
Shudy Camps and had noticed a change in Reader's appearance.

Superintendent Edward Dyson, who had charge of the case, then
gave evidence in which he told how, on Monday 29th of June

he went to Elizabeth Reader's house. After cautioning her

he told her he had reason to believe that she had lately given
birth to a child. Reader denied that she had had any other
child since her first child, a little boy of about three years
old which she pointed out to the Superintendent.

The Superintendent then proceeded to search the downstairs
rooms and the garden at the back of the house where he found

a brick which he found "to correspond'"in size and shape with
the one found in the bag with the body of the child". It was
not an ordinary brick. He could find no others of this sort in
the district in which he had been looking. After the first
inquest had been adjourned Reader made a statement which the
Superintendent had taken down ih writing. She confirmed after

- reading it over that it was correct and signed it in the

presence of P.C. Johnson.

In her statement Reader admitted that the child was hers.
She did not know whether it ever lived. She kept it in a
basket a week and then put it in a bag with a brick she took
out of the garden. She then went to.-the pond at the back of
Mr. Willing's farm and threw it in.

After hearing the evidence of P.C. Johnson who had first been .
summoned to the farm following the discovery of the body, the
Coroner, addressing the Jury, observed that "the serious part
of their duty came in". If the Jury believed the evidence of
the doctor, he did not see how they could possibly come to any
other conclusion than that the child's life was taken by some
person. But the doctor had stated that he could not conceive
how the child could have been deprived of life except by o
violence. Doctor Hargraves then remarked that he 'distinctly -
declined to give ‘&n ‘opinion as to the cause of death". He had
no doubt "legal violence had been used" but he was not prepared.
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to say that the child was deprived of life by any act of
commissions In the absence of any definite opinion from the
doctor the Coroner asked him whether there was some wrong done
to the child to deprlve it of life and the doctor agreed with
this.

After a - consultation which lasted about fifteen miriutes, the
Jury returned a verdict of "Wilful Murder' against Elizabeth
Reader and she was commltted to take her. trlal at the Assizess

She was 1ndlcted at the Cambridge Assizes before Mr. Justice
Hawkins with™ the ‘murder of her female child at Shudy Campse
There was a second indictment of manslaughter and a third of
concealment. The prisoner "who presented a much more haggard
appearance' than before pleaded not guilty to the charge.

Mr. Rawlinson, who opened the case, said that before a verdict
of murder could be brought in they would have to be satisfied
not only that the child had lived but that an act of the
prisoner had caused  the child's death. There had been
considerable difficulty in establishing that and therefore on
the charge of murder the evidence was not very strong.’ On the
second charge of manslaughter, they would first have to be
satisfied that the child had lived and through the neglect of
the woman the child had died. The third charge of concealment
had been almost proved by the prisoner's own admission.

The witnesses examined were the same as called before the

Coroner at the inguiry. After they had been examined the charges .
of murder and manslaughiter were withdrawn and the only charge was
one of concealment of Birth and on that point, whether the child
had lived or not was quite immaterial. This charge was disproved
after it was stated that there had been no attempt to conceal the
child from the prisoner's neighbour, Mrs. Hall, who was often in,
the house. Reader was a "woman in very poor circumstances'' and
could . not afford to pay burial expenses, but there had been no
attenpt to concealg N :

The Jury "after a short deliberation' returned a verdict of
"Not Guilty" on ‘éach charge and the prisoner was accordingly
"set at llberty"e

Jane Harwbod

MARTHA TURPING, was buried July 3lst, 1803. Aged 75 years.

N.B., This poor woman was walking along the road, was driven over
by the London stage coach and died on the spot - the Coromers
inquest sate upon the body - and the verdict of the Jury was
ac01dental death.

ANN BIGMORE daugr. of Samuel Blgmore and Mary was burled September
the 9th, 1803 -~ Aged 1 year and 4 months.

N.B. This child was playing on the road and a waggon ran .
viclently over her and occasion'd instant death. Verdlct‘of “the:
Coroner's Inquest' Accidental death. e -

WILLIAM BLEVEN Son of a private in the 5th Regt. of Dragoon . .. ©
Guards killed July 25th. in the street of Haverhill by the whieel-
of a baggage waggon pafsing over his’ body. ~ Verdict of Coroher:
Accidental death. 1818.

(From the Burial Registers of Haverhill)




